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‘‘a heart for people,’’ relate well to others 
and can listen. 

Rep. Mark Walker, chairman of the Con-
gressional Prayer Caucus, is also serving on 
the group that will recommend the next 
chaplain. Both he and Collins said they had 
no issues with Conroy and were not familiar 
with Ryan’s reason for asking him to resign. 

As for successors, Walker, who served as a 
pastor for nearly 20 years before running for 
Congress, said he’s looking for someone with 
a nondenominational background that has a 
multicultural congregation or an otherwise 
diverse background. 

The North Carolina Republican also said 
he’d prefer ‘‘somebody who has a little age, 
that has adult children, that kind of can con-
nect with the bulk of the body here, Repub-
licans or Democrats as far as what we’re 
going through back home—you’ve got the 
wife, the family, things you encounter—that 
has some counseling experience or has man-
aged or worked with people, maybe a larger 
church size, being able to have that under-
standing or that experience.’’ 

While Walker had initially specified some-
one with children and said ‘‘having some-
body who’s walked in those shoes I think al-
lows you to immediately relate a little bit 
more than others.’’ 

Catholic priests take a vow of celibacy. 
Walker followed up with the reporters he 
made his comments to clarify he was not dis-
qualifying Catholic priests because of that 
vow. 

‘‘When I say family experience I mean that 
you’ve been a priest or pastor over a parish-
ioner with families who have situations, 
adult children, those kinds of things.’’ 
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REMEMBERING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE WILLOW IS-
LAND DISASTER 

(Mr. MCKINLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to mark the 40th anniversary of 
the Willow Island disaster, when 51 
construction workers perished in the 
deadliest construction accident in 
United States history. 

These men were building cooling 
tower No. 2 at the Pleasants Power 
Station in West Virginia. Just after 10 
o’clock on that tragic day, as the third 
lift of concrete was being lifted, the 
cable housing on the crane went slack 
and the crane collapsed in on the 
tower. 

The concrete that had been poured 
the previous day then started to un-
wrap the tower, taking out the scaf-
folding. All the men who were on the 
scaffolding at that time were killed, 
and many workers on the ground were 
buried under the falling debris. 

This horrible accident spurred a na-
tional conversation about more con-
struction safety and led to improved 
standards. And for those of us who have 
worked in the construction industry, it 
underscored just how fragile life is and 
that paying attention to every detail 
can make a difference whether we go 
home or not. 

This is a tragedy that is still felt 
throughout the Pleasants County com-
munity. Angie Colvin, who was just in 
the fifth grade at the time of the dis-

aster, lost 12 family members that day, 
including her father. 

The Willow Island community will 
gather this evening at the memorial 
erected in honor of those 51 workers. 
Our prayers are with the entire com-
munity on this day of remembrance. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
JAMES ZECCA 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a remarkable public 
servant and close friend in New York’s 
22nd District, Mr. James Zecca, of 
Utica, New York. 

At the end of May, Jim will retire 
from his position as the director of the 
Madison County Department of Solid 
Waste and Sanitation, a position he 
started and created in 1988. A few years 
ago, a colleague of Jim’s said that his 
‘‘forward thinking attitude and deter-
mination has made Madison County a 
leader in recycling in New York 
State.’’ He ensured the county was 
open and transparent to everyone, al-
ways including the community as a 
whole in every process. 

Even though he works in Madison 
County during the day, Jim has served 
his community, his own community in 
Utica, the city of Utica, for many 
years. He served as a city councilman 
representing the Second District, and 
also a councilman-at-large during his 
time on the Utica Common Council. 

Jim has always been a champion of 
the little guy, the small-business 
owner, and the citizens who have been 
hurt by government incompetence, 
overreach, and yes, even corruption. 

It is my honor to congratulate Jim 
on 30 years of exceptional service to 
Madison County and our entire com-
munity. His hard work, courage, and 
compassion will be missed by all. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my 
colleagues join me in congratulating 
Jim on his retirement, and best wishes 
for the future, and also, for his tireless 
effort in making America great again. 

Congratulations, Jim. 
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RECOGNIZING SESAME PLACE ON 
ITS DESIGNATION AS A CER-
TIFIED AUTISM CENTER 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
April is Autism Awareness Month, and 
I would like to recognize a family land-
mark in my district that has gone the 
extra mile to assist individuals with 
autism. 

Sesame Place, a theme park located 
in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, in my 
district, and my former employer, was 
recently designated as a Certified Au-
tism Center. This distinction, devel-
oped by the International Board of 

Credentialing and Continuing Edu-
cation Standards, certifies facilities 
that are compatible for those with au-
tism, and their families. 

To earn this designation, all staff at 
Sesame Place underwent extensive 
training on autism awareness and sen-
sitivity. When the park reopens for its 
38th season this year, it will also in-
clude two new ‘‘quiet rooms’’ with ad-
justable lights and noise-canceling 
headphones. 

Mr. Speaker, I am extremely proud 
to say that Sesame Place in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, is the first 
theme park in the world to be des-
ignated as a Certified Autism Center. I 
would like to thank the staff and all of 
my friends at Sesame Place for making 
the park a hospitable and fun place for 
our entire community. 
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CONGRATULATING NEBRASKA’S 
THEDFORD HIGH SCHOOL NA-
TIONAL SCIENCE BOWL TEAM 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Nebras-
ka’s Thedford High School National 
Science Bowl Team on winning their 
regional competition and securing a 
position in next week’s tournament in 
our Nation’s capital. 

The National Science Bowl is one of 
the largest and most prestigious aca-
demic competitions, having been cre-
ated in 1991 by the Office of Science 
within the U.S. Department of Energy. 

Our team from Thedford High School, 
comprised of students David Gordon, 
Andrew Gordon, Rhiannon Painter, 
Kalee Jepsen, and Ariel Bryant, and led 
by Coach Geri Smith, brings pride to 
Nebraska’s Third District. 

I know the constituents I represent 
join me in wishing them well as they 
begin the tournament on Sunday, April 
29, 2018. On behalf of the people of Ne-
braska’s Third District, I commend the 
Thedford High School National Science 
Bowl Team for this noteworthy accom-
plishment, and wish them well in the 
competition. 

Go Knights. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF BILL MULDER 

(Mr. ARRINGTON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, today 
I introduced legislation to honor the 
life of a high school buddy of mine and 
a decorated Navy SEAL, Bill Mulder. 
Bill was a true American hero who 
served our country with honor and dis-
tinction. 

Like many of our troops, Bill’s great-
est fight wasn’t on the battlefield; it 
was the struggle that often ensues 
from the mental, emotional, and phys-
ical wear and tear from military serv-
ice. On top of that, people like Bill, 
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